
Harry E. Neal Award: Detective Brad Smith 

  

Left to Right: Pete Cavicchia, RAIC David Murray, Santa Ana RO, Detective Brad 
Smith and family, SAIC Joe Beatty, Director Mark Sullivan 

  

On September 8, 2012 a Harry E. Neal Award was presented to Detective Brad Smith, 
Huntington Beach Police Department, during our Santa Barbara Annual Conference. He 
has been a true asset to the investigative mission of the United States Secret Service 
(USSS), specifically the Santa Ana Resident Office. 

  

Over the past year, he has been Huntington Beach Police Department’s lead 
investigator in two (2) joint investigations with the Santa Ana Resident Office. In 
September, 2011, he began an investigation into a suspect for an alleged gold investment 
scam. The suspect allegedly set up several businesses to solicit cash from gold investors. 
The suspect would pose as a gold investor and promise a high rate of return if people 
purchased gold from him. One victim entered into a contract with the suspect in March 
2011. The contract stated that the victim would pay the suspect $280,000 and would be 



provided with a certain amount of gold "in the immediate future". The victim gave the 
suspect the money, but he allegedly never purchased any gold. After unsuccessful 
attempts to have the suspect return the money, the victim notified law enforcement. 
Through investigative interviews and the execution of search warrants, Detective Smith 
and the USSS have arrested the suspect involved, as well as the seizing $160,000.00 in 
assets, to include approximately $50,000.00 in genuine U.S. currency and a Mercedes. 

  

In February, 2012, Detective Smith and agents of the USSS began investigating 
an organized criminal group, who fraudulently offered people a chance to modify their 
home mortgages at a lower rate. The suspects in this case are accused of sending a 
promotional letter out to people throughout the United States with an offer to restructure 
their home loans, in which the suspects referred to the homeowner’s specific lender and 
principal balance, and charging the homeowner upfront fees for loan modification 
services. When victims called the number on the letter, the defendants are accused of 
falsely telling the victims that they could get a complete refund of the fee their company 
charged if their loan was not modified, and the company had a 100 percent success 
rate.  After the victims gave the suspects their money, they are accused of keeping that 
money without securing loan modifications for the distressed victims.  They are accused 
of not returning or refunding the victims the fee they paid for a loan modification. In 
order to avoid having their theft discovered, the suspects are further accused of regularly 
changing the names, phone numbers, and addresses of the companies they 
operated.  Through investigative interviews, subpoenas, surveillance operations and the 
execution of search warrants, this investigation has resulted in the arrest of five (5) 
suspects and the seizure of over $200,000.00 in assets derived from this scheme. 

  

Both of these cases have had a significant impact on the Orange County 
Community and efforts continue to provide restitution to the victims from the proceeds of 
the seized assets. Detective Smith’s tireless work ethic, positive demeanor and 
professionalism, has earned him the respect of everyone in the Santa Ana Resident 
Office. 

	  


