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Left to Right:   Sheriff Bill Brown, SB County Sheriff's Office, Deputy Wayne Flick and family, Pete 
Cavicchia, RAIC Doug Cohen, Ventura Resident Office, and SAIC Joe Beatty, Los Angeles Field Office 

 

On September 4, 2012 a Harry E. Neal Award was presented to Deputy Wayne Flick, Santa 
Barbara County (CA) Sheriff’s Office (SBCSO), during our Santa Barbara Annual Conference. Deputy 
Flick began his career with SBCSO on January 2, 2007 as a Deputy Trainee. He has worked in the South 
County Operations Division, Court Services Bureau and the North County Operations Division. He comes 
from a law enforcement family – his father is a retired California Highway Patrol Officer, his brother Steve 
is a K-9 Officer with the Santa Maria Police Department and his brother Brian, is a Detective with SBCSO. 

            Before joining SBCSO, Deputy Flick served with the United States Marine Corps from 1999 to 
2003 in support of Operations Northern Watch, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. He has also worked 
as a Corrections Officer for the Pima County Sheriff’s Department in Arizona and the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons in Lompoc. 

            On January 8, 2012 at 3:15am, Deputy Flick was on patrol in the lower area of Vandenberg Village 
when he noticed a Mazda sedan making several U-turns. Sensing that something was not right, he 
continued to follow and observe the vehicle. As the vehicle made a right turn, he noticed the vehicle’s 
license plate light was not operable, in violation of the California Vehicle Code. He then took decisive 
action and initiated a traffic stop. The driver was a 47 year old male from Corona and the passenger was a 
14 year old girl, who avoided any eye contact with him. The driver claimed he was the girl’s cousin, 
staying with her parents. He said that he and the girl were on their way to Wal Mart. 



            Deputy Flick had the driver exit the vehicle and noticed his pants were unbuttoned and his zipper 
was down. He immediately called for back-up. Once another deputy arrived, Deputy Flick learned the 
suspect had arranged to meet the victim early that morning. The suspect had lured her outside of her home 
where she expected to meet a 16 year old boy. Before she could get away, the suspect grabbed her, covered 
her mouth and physically carried her to his waiting vehicle. The terrified victim was helpless and paralyzed 
with fear. The suspect was arrested on kidnapping and molestation charges with bail set at a million dollars. 
The investigation revealed that he was an internet predator. 

            It is unimaginable what could have happened to the teenage girl had an alert, diligent and inquisitive 
deputy not been on patrol that night. A combination of skill, luck and the “sixth sense” of a law 
enforcement officer prevented any further harm to her. We often say that being in the right place at the 
right time is half the battle, but knowing what to do when you get there is equally as important. When 
confronted with this unusual situation, Deputy Flick relied on his skills as a beat cop, his knowledge of the 
law and his investigative prowess to protect the innocent. 

            Sheriff’s Deputy Wayne Flick’s keen power of observation, expertise and professional actions in 
the early morning hours of that fateful day led to the discovery of a dangerous crime in progress and took a 
sexual predator off the streets and quite possibly saved the life of a young teenager. 

	  


