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Left to Right: Chief of Police Cam Sanchez, Santa Barbara PD, Pete Cavicchia, Officer Tom Eccles and 
wife, RAIC Doug Cohen and SAIC Joe Beatty  

On September 4, 2012 a Harry E. Neal Award was presented to Officer Tom Eccles, Santa 
Barbara Police Department (SBPD), during our Santa Barbara Annual Conference. 

One of the most important functions in law enforcement is that of training new officers to be 
professional, competent and productive members. This is not an easy task and one that takes passion, 
commitment and keen adeptness on the part of the officer entrusted to take a new officer and impart in 
them the culture, ethics and instinct necessary for survival in our profession. No one exemplifies this 
commitment more than Officer Tom Eccles. 

Officer Eccles is a 27 year veteran of the Santa Barbara Police Department.   Following his 
graduation from the University of California Santa Barbara with a Bachelor’s Degree in Law and Society in 
1985, he was hired as a police officer and attended the Ventura County Criminal Justice Center. He 
excelled to the top of his class and graduated from the academy where he received the Outstanding 
Academic Achievement Award for excellence.   He returned from the police academy and began a life-long 
career of serving the citizens of Santa Barbara.  

            During his career, Tom has been assigned several positions within the SBPD including three years 
as a Patrol Officer, four years as a Field Training Officer and five years as a Detective. Once his rotation in 
the detective bureau was complete, he returned to the Patrol Division where he has been the “go-to” person 
for officers with law enforcement related questions on a wide variety of issues; he usually has the answer to 
any problem or dilemma faced daily by his peers. Since his return to the Patrol Division, his passion for 
training newly hired employees had never been extinguished and he continued to serve as a Field Training 



Officer. To date, he has trained or assisted in some capacity in the training of over half of the SBPD sworn 
police staff, which is a monumental achievement.  

            Tom has received numerous commendations over the years including the H. Thomas Guerry 
Award. This award is bestowed annually upon law enforcement officers within Santa Barbara County who 
have exhibited exemplary performance or valor in the line of duty. In 1993, Tom was awarded the H. 
Thomas Guerry Award for Outstanding Overall Performance for his years of diligent investigative 
work.   In 2007, Tom again received the H. Thomas Guerry Award, this time for Valor. 

            On October 9, 2006 Tom investigated a burglary at a local mini-market and, through video 
surveillance, developed a lead on the suspect. He found a person fitting the description of the perpetrator 
several blocks away loitering at a gas station. When Tom began questioning the suspect and determined his 
involvement in the burglary, the suspect attempted to walk away. Back-up had not yet arrived and as Tom 
attempted to take the suspect into custody, the perpetrator pulled a knife and lunged at Tom, luckily 
missing him. With his years of experience and a cool head, Tom was able to utilize his taser to subdue the 
suspect and safely take him into custody. The citizens of Santa Barbara are fortunate to have Officer Tom 
Eccles patrolling the streets keeping them safe day and night. 

	  


