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On September 8, 2012 a Harry E. Neal Awards was presented to Sergeant 
Michael Salinaz, Los Angeles Police Department, during our Santa Barbara Annual 
Conference. 

Sgt. Salinaz was instrumental in providing counter explosive sweeps for every 
Secret Service protectee visiting the greater Los Angeles area.  As the Officer in Charge 
of the Bomb Squad Sgt. Salinaz has been the Technical Operations Squad’s point of 
contact within the Los Angeles Police Department Bomb Squad for the past 8 years and 
has never failed to provide the highest level of partnership and service. 

In the face of recent budgetary constraints and a reduced work force due to 
mandatory days off, Sgt. Salinaz was able to ensure that all Secret Service protectees, in 
or out of the Los Angeles Police Department’s jurisdiction, are provided with counter 
explosives sweeps by creating an arrangement whereby any vehicles in need of being 
swept can be brought to the Los Angeles International Airport between the hours of 0500 
and midnight, should there be otherwise insufficient staffing.  This policy has ensured 



that all protective missions will have access to screening prior to the protectee’s arrival or 
daily movement. 

In addition Sgt. Salinaz was instrumental in the inclusion of the Los Angeles 
Police Department’s Hazardous Materials Team in all high level protectee sweeps, (a 
move that has since been mirrored by the Los Angeles Sheriff Department).  The 
HAZMAT sweep has been incorporated seamlessly and has proven invaluable in our 
efforts to provide the safest possible environment in which to bring our protectees. 

Our partnership with the Los Angeles Police Department Bomb Squad and Sgt. 
Salinaz’s commitment to support our mission helps to ensure that all United States Secret 
Service protectees in the Los Angeles district receive the highest level of protection 
possible.  Sgt. Salinaz’s professionalism and dedication to duty has had a positive impact 
on the safety and security of our protectees. 

	  


