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 AFAUSSS President Dennis McCarthy made the following presentation of a Harry E. Neal Award to 
Detective Timothy Palchak on September 26, 2019, in Charlottesville, Virginia. 
 Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Police Department Chief Peter Newsham and Secret Service 
Washington Field Office SAIC Matt Miller nominated Detective Timothy Palchak to receive the AFAUSSS Harry 
E. Neal Award. Detective Palchak is assigned to the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Police Department’s 
Investigative Services Bureau, Youth and Family Service Division, Internet Crimes against Children Unit. 
Detective Palchak was nominated for his extraordinary diligence and contributions to protecting children from 
sexual exploitation in cyberspace.  
 Detective Timothy Palchak is a twenty five year member of the Metropolitan Police in Washington, 

D.C. Detective Palchak has been a task force officer with the FBI’s Child Exploitation Unit since 2005. During 

this time, Detective Palchak has worked exclusively in an undercover capacity focusing on “hands on” 

offenders (producers) and others who seek to exploit children. Detective Palchak has participated in 

thousands of online undercover chats and has rescued over 200 children as a result of his undercover chat 

investigations. Detective Palchak is nationally recognized as an expert in this field and has testified as an 

expert witness in both local and federal courts. Detective Palchak currently teaches nationally to various law 

enforcement agencies.  

 Just this past year, Detective Palchak has communicated with numerous men and a few women who all 
were sexually abusing children and disseminating images of the abuse. All of these children were rescued from 
their abuser, and the offenders were arrested. Detective Palchak routinely works with the FBI and other law 
enforcement agencies as part of the FBI Child Exploitation Task Force to ensure that these offenders are 



arrested and the children rescued. In this fiscal year alone Tim has rescued over 50 pre-pubescent children 
from horrific sexual abuse and exploitation.   
 A few examples of Detective Palchak’s investigations leading to the arrest of the involved individuals:  

 

1. Detective Palchak communicated with a father of a 10 month-old daughter residing in Tennessee. The 

father, a pharmacist, sent Detective Palchak explicit images of his daughter and discussed his sexual 

interest in her. As a result of Detective Palchak’s investigation, the father was arrested.   

2. Subject in California blindfolded his 3 year-old daughter and sexually abused her while photographing 
the abuse. As a result of Detective Palchak’s investigation, the father was arrested. 

3. A trucker in Indiana sexually abused his 8 year-old daughter for months in the back of his truck cab. He 

recorded the abuse, and sent it to Detective Palchak. As a result of Detective Palchak’s investigation, 

the father was arrested.  

 
 The AFAUSSS Board of Directors is truly honored to present our Harry E. Neal Award along with a check 

for $1,000 to Detective Timothy Palchak, Metropolitan Police Department, in recognition of his ongoing 

investigative excellence and diligence in protecting our children from sexual exploitation and abuse. 


