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(from Bob Hislop) 

 
 

Left to right: Trooper Jay Hemphill, AFAUSSS President Bob Hislop, Colonel Mark 

Trostel, Chief of the Colorado State Patrol. 
 

 On 10/31/2008 Colorado State Patrol Trooper Jay Hemphill was awarded the 

Harry Neal Award for his brave actions on July 17, 2007.  

 Trooper Hemphill was assigned to the Governor’s Security Detail/Executive 

Protection Unit. He noticed a man dressed in a tuxedo enter the west door of the 

Colorado State Capitol Building and head for the Governor’s office. Trooper Hemphill 

intercepted the subject in the reception area and engaged him in conversation.  Realizing 

the subject was possibly mentally ill, Hemphill radioed for assistance.  Without warning 

the subject pulled back his tuxedo jacket and drew a firearm. Hemphill ordered the 

subject to stop and drop the weapon or he would shoot. The subject moved toward 

Hemphill and ignored his warnings. Hemphill fired four shots mortally wounding the 

subject. Hemphill’s actions demonstrated his keen ability in making life-threatening 

decisions and potentially saved the life of the governor of Colorado and everyone else in 

the building at the time. 

 It was learned in the follow up investigation that the subject believed he was the 

“Emperor of Colorado” and was following God’s instructions to kill the governor and 

become the leader of Colorado.  

 In addition to receiving the Harry Neal Award from AFAUSSS, Trooper 

Hemphill has received the Colorado State Patrol’s Medal of Valor and was one of four 

finalists in the United States and Canada for the 2007 IACP/Motorola Trooper of the 

Year award. 



 While Trooper Hemphill was attending Metro State University, Denver, CO he 

was a stay-in-school clerk for the Denver Field Office from 1992-1994. 

 ATSAIC Kevin Worthington and Administrative Manager Corinne Newcomm of 

the Denver Field Office attended the award ceremony along with AFAUSSS President 

Bob Hislop. ATSAIC Worthington presented an award from USSS Headquarters to the 

Colorado State Patrol for their outstanding and valuable assistance during the Democratic 

National Convention. 

 


