
Harry E. Neal Award 

 
to Officer James Wendell Wooten, Jr. of the Memphis Police Department for his 

contributions to the U.S. Secret Service Memphis FO Economic Crimes Task Force 

 
In 1959, Officer James Wendell Wooten, Jr. was born in a residence in south Memphis to 

Mary and James Wendell Wooten, Sr... Officer Wooten was raised in the same south Memphis 
neighborhood and is a 1968 graduate of Memphis’ Hamilton High School.  The year 1968 was a 
turbulent time in the nation and especially in Memphis.  The month prior to Officer Wooten’s 
graduation from high school, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, TN in 
the same neighborhood where Officer Wooten was born. 

Officer Wooten attended Memphis State University from 1968 through 1970.  In 1971, 
Officer Wooten joined the United States Coast Guard and served until 1975.  In 1986, Officer 
Wooten and his family relocated to Memphis, TN where Officer Wooten became an employee of 
the Department of Defense.  In 1996 at the age of 47, Officer Wooten entered the Memphis 
Police Department Academy and became a commissioned police officer with the Memphis 
Police Department.  Between the years of 1996 and 2003, Officer Wooten served in the 
Uniformed Patrol Division, the Organized Crime Unit, and the MPD administrative staff.  In 
2003, Officer Wooten was assigned by the Memphis Police Department to the U.S. Secret 
Service Memphis FO Economic Crimes Task Force. 

The Memphis Field Office of the United States Secret Service hosts the Memphis 
Economic Crimes Task Force (MECTF), an investigative entity designed to combat organized 
criminal activity involving financial crimes.  We are concluding our tenth year of operation and 
are the leading entity in the mid-south pertaining to counterfeit and financial crimes 
investigations.  It is no coincidence that Officer Wooten has served on the task force for 6 of 
those 10 successful years.  Officer Wooten provides the task force with considerable 
investigative knowledge and local intelligence.  During Officer Wooten’s tenure in the task 
force, the Memphis FO has seen an unprecedented number of federal arrests and prosecutions.  
Officer Wooten is a keen investigator and takes a leading role in many of the investigations 
conducted by the Memphis Field Office. 

Officer Wooten has put himself in harm’s way in many investigations in which he was 
placed in an undercover role.  In 2004 and 2005, Officer Wooten served in an undercover role on 
numerous occasions and purchased over $20,000 in Cft FRNs from Anthony Willis.  Officer 
Wooten’s undercover role resulted in the identification of Kendrick Watson as the Cft printer, a 
plant suppression, a Cft seizure of over $40,000, and the recovery of four stolen automobiles.  



Anthony Willis and Kendrick Watson were arrested and successfully prosecuted in U.S. District 
Court for possessing, dealing, and manufacturing counterfeit obligations.  

Since his assignment to the Memphis task Force, Officer Wooten participated in 29 plant 
suppressions and 24 contraband seizures he has worked ! of a million dollars in asset forfeiture 
seizures.  He has worked economic crimes cases resulting in 399 federal and state arrests.  

Officer Wooten is an invaluable asset to the Memphis Field Office, as an investigator, as 
an instructor and as a leader. 


